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( 289 ) 
I.—Forz1en Potrrtcs. 


Tue Prajd Bandhu, of the 15th March, referring to recent reports 


about the state of things on the Afghan 
Bassis on the Afghan frontier. frontier, says that it would be foolish to fight 
Russia on that frontier. The transporting of troops and provisions from 


India to that frontier over a large tract of country containing many hills 
and rivers and inhabited by savage tribes will involve immense waste of 
money and strength. If India is to be efficiently defended against Russia, 
the English Government should not go beyond India’s own frontier. But 
who will listen to such advice? It is only a question of the sacrifice of 
Indian money and Indian lives, and that is not a question to occasion 
much concern to the English Government. But English dominion in India 
will not be placed on a firm basis go long as the English Government does 
not win the confidence of the Indians. The Indian army is insignificant 
compared with the population of India. And how can the Government send 
a part of this small army on service on the Afghan frontier if there is dis- 
content among the Indians themselves? So if India is to be properly 
defended against foreign powers, political officers like Sir Lepel Griffin and 
judicial officers of the type of Jeffreys and Scroggs, who create discontent 
| among the people by their acts, should be adequately punished. 

2. The Sanjtvant, of the 16th March, refers to the order issued by 


itil alias Government prohibiting a further advance of 


the troops engaged in the Lushai expedition 
into the Lushai country, and observes that if the circumstances which render 


the progress of the expedition inexpedient had been foreseen in time, the 
money already spent on the expedition would have been saved, and the troops 
would have been spared the trouble they have undergone. ‘The friendly 
hil tribes may also have to suffer much oppression at the hands of the 


rebellious Lusnais after the withdrawal of the British troops, for there will 
be none to protect them after such withdrawal. — 


IY.—Homz ApMINIsTRATION. 
(a)—P, 0 le Ce 


3. A correspondent of the Hindu Ranjtkd, of the 18th March, com- 


ms | _ plains of the prevalence of thefts at Rukani 
the Gonlen ee kaniand Baharpore in and Baharpore, villages situated on the Chan- 


Prasa BasDHU 
March 15th, 1889. 


SANJIVANI, 
March 16th, 1889. 


Hinpvu Ransika, 
March 13th, 1889. 


dana river within the Goalundo sub-division. 


Thefts are being committed in those villages almost every night, and the two 
constables doing duty there have not succeeded in putting down the crime. 
Some time ago the Sub-Inspector of Police came to the village Rukani to 
investigate the cases of theft, but the house in which he put up for the night 
was itself broken into by thieves. 
4. The Darjeeling Mission ke Mdsik Samdchdr Patrikd, of the 
Thefts at Darjecting. 14th March, reports that some old dacoite 


have come to Darjeeling and are committing 
om at that place. But the police has not succeeded in tracing the 
ves. 


5. Referring to the arrest of the two escaped convicts Warner and 
“ror Healy by Baboo Priya Nath Mookerjee, the 
Lnspector of tho 1 Dotectne Panes. Sub- Sub-Inspector of the Calcutta Detective Police, 
Rs. 400 is the Sanjtvani, of the 16th March, says that 


not a sufficient reward for the bravery displayed by the Baboo, 
and that Government ought to give a promotion to Baboo Priya Nath. 


DARJEELING MISSION 
KS Masix SaMACHAR, 


PaTRIKA, 
March 14th, 1889. 


SANJIVAN], 
March 16th, 1880. 
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6. A correspondent of the Bangabdst, of the 16th March, report, 
ciel ii tiie lee that on "1 na eo Pose : dacoity was 
baniabhali 5 Hachli committed at the house of one Sashi Bhns 

piesa ori Teli, of village Kumrul, situated aan 
jurisdiction of the Dhaniakhali thana. During the year 1888-89 thre, 
or four dacoities and two or three murders have been committed ne» 
Dashghara, but the Dhaniakhali police has not succeeded in detecting th 
offenders. ‘Will the authorities see what the Dhaniakhali police is doing? 

7. The Rajgunge-Majhiali correspondent of the same paper say 

__» that the pharidars of that place have ordered 
a Police order in the Jalpaiguri the villagers within their respective jurisdic. 
; tions to keep arms and missiles ready to hand, 

This has created quite a sensation there. What does this mean? 
NavAVIBHAKaR 8. The Navavibhdkar Sddhdrani, of the 18th March, says the 
Pinar gys i formerly there were two chowkidars and 

a in the disteiet of Hughli Narayanpore Jatterly only one chowkidar at Narayan 
near Bhastara, in the district of Hughli. But. 
since Asvin last, there has been no chowkidar in the village. It is said that 
no one consents to become chowkidar, because a fee is charged on each new 
chowkidar by the zemindars. The head of the local police should enquire 
into the matter, and he should be asked whether or not he is aware that there 
is no chowkidar in Narayanpore and the five and six villages adjoining it 
A daring dacoity was committed at Narayanpore the other year. 


(6)— Working. of the Courts. 


Hinpv RawsiKa, 9, Referring to the sentence passed by Mr. Ainslie, Deputy Magis 
March 16th, 1880. Pipes. orange cr} of Rajshahye, on the ge: of the Sanji- 
ooo ae lr aitcate of Raishahye. v2"e newspaper for the publication of s 
i ih defamatory post in that paper, the Hinds 
Ranjikd, of the 13th March, says that printers of newspapers in this country 
are generally illiterate people, who know not what is written in the news 
papers, and who simply carry out the orders of the editors or proprietors of 
newspapers. It is because such men cannot be held really responsible for 
what appears in the newspapers that the jurors in the defamation case 
against the Statesman newspaper regarded them as mere parts of the print 
ing machine and the printer of the Bengali newspaper was acquitted in the 
famous defamation case against that paper. Mr. Ainslie has therefore acted 
wrongly in punishing the printer of the Sanjivant. Mr. Ainslie’s decision 
has also alarmed proprietors of printing presses, because they will be 
seriously inconvenienced if people decline to serve as printers on the ground 
that they may be any day punished like this printer of the Sanjivast 
newspaper. 

Mr. Ainslie’s treatment of the defamation case against the Sanjioam 
newspaper has not given public satisfaction. For it was clearly proved that 
the statements published in the Sanjévant newspaper were true, and: 
x apn pee the alleged defamatory article in good faith and for the 
public good. | 

__Santvan, 10. Referring to the sentence passed by the Allahabad High Cont 
March 16th, 1889. | on Mr. Reynolds, a soldier of the Suffolk 
in the Alluhabad High Cort," regiment, the Sanjtvant, of the 16th M 
observes as follows :— 


The accused was charged under section 324 of the Indian Penal 
Code, and was liable to undergo imprisonment for St 
years. But he has been sentenced only to three months 


imprisonment, a very light punishment, considering 
nature of his offence. There is a rule requiring Et 
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soldiers, desirous of going into the villages, to take with 
them as a guide a man who knows the vernaculars of the | 
country; and although this rule was not complied with 
by the soldier in this instance, it is strange the point was 


- not at all raised during Mr. Reynold’s trial. 

These European soldiers, out sporting in the villages, do much mis- 
chief to inoffensive villagers and sometimes even take away 
their lives. It is, therefore, necessary that some effectual 
restraint should be placed upon them. 

1]. A correspondent of the Dacca Gazette, of the 18th March, says 

that there is in this country a gulf between 
Indian society and the workmg of high caste and low caste people which cannot 
neuen be bridged over, and which demands the main- 
tenance of a definite attitude between them as a necessary condition for the 
preservation of social harmony. But high-caste people and low-casté people 
are all regarded as equal and treated alike in the law courts of this country. 
And the consequence is that low-class people have become arrogant and 
insolent and disrespectful to high-class people. So that the lightest pretexts 
are made use of by them to insult the latter, and even to drag them to the 
law courts. False cases are therefore increasing in the country. 

The lower classes of people in Hast Bengal were at one time very meek, 
gentle, and honest, but they have now become so litigious and insolent that 
it is impossible for any one, except powerful zemindars and mahajans, to 
realize just dues from them. If they are pressed for payment of any just 
dues, they set up false criminal complaints against the parties making the 
demand. It has for this reason become necessary for native magisterial 


officers to take note of social position and status in administering criminal 
justice. 


(d) —Hducation. 
12. The Prajd Bandhu, of the 15th March, referring to the rumour 


Se dbesitten tess, that an education tax will be imposed in this- 


country, says that such an unjust tax has never 
been imposed in any country, and feels sure that such injustice will not be 
done under Sir Steuart Bayley. | 
13. The Bangabdst, of the 16th March, says that the Government 
,ite education “grant for the education grant for the Nuddea district was 
uddea district. Rs. 30,000 a month; but since the transfer 
of the charge of education to the District Board, that grant has been 
stopped. The Board has been directed to spend the income derived from 
cattle-pounds for educational purposes. "When tbe charge of education was 
made over to the District Board, the income derived by it from cattle pounds 
was Rs. 30,000 a month, but its income from that source last year was only 
Rs, 25,000 a month, and it may be still less in future years. Will the 
Government and the District Board of Nuddea say from what source the 


educational charges of that district will be met when the income from the 
cattle-pounds will be very small ? 


14. The same paper says that the present educational system requires — 


The educatio a radical change. That system includes a 
Peer Seen study of the English language and literature 
- of such subjects as geography, geometry, trigonometry, mensuration, &e. 
Ait this study takes up a great deal of time and involves considerable expen- 
then hal money. But it is of no use to the majority of those who engage 
. args ves in it and who aspire to nothing better or higher than clerkships, 
aaphte hn or the like. The present education therefore means 
oe loss of time and money and physical power for the majority of 
®who receive it, It is therefore necessary to change it with reference to 


Dacca GazgEttt, 
March 18th, 1889. 


Praja BANDHU, 
March 15th, 1889. 


BaNGABa&S!, 
March 16th, 1889, 
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the after-life requirements of its recipients; that is to say, no one should 


required to study a subject which has no bearing upon the profemion 


calling he will practise in after-life, and they alone should be made to 
all or any subjects who will read for the sake of reading or receiving ahig 
eB. The Sanjloons, of the 16th March, does not kaow wh 
ANJIVANI, De e Saniiv 4, 0 e arco, does not KnoW what 
mpi iisiedcios: : be derived from the proposed iitephedean 
gute Proposed teachership examin- 9 teachership examination in Bengal. Scho). 
: masters in this country receive very sql 
salaries, and it is doubtful whether University graduates, who have al 
passed severe tests, will like to subject themselves to a special examination fq 
the purpose of obtaining posts carrying such small salaries. It is y 
important, however, that men of good character should be taken into th. fam 2 
Education Department. And itis therefore very surprising that the atte Mim ti 
tion of Government is not drawn to the disgracefol manner in which som. MM ai 
Professors in Government Colleges conduct themselves during college hou, iim p 
Government is trying to introduce moral education into schools and co 0 


but it would be better for it, first of all, to tedch morality to teachers, 


D 
(e)—Local Self-Government and Municipal Administration, 


Benswran BassTram 16. A correspondent of the Burdwan Sanjivant, of the 12th Marh 
arch 12th, 1889. i icici makes it matter of complaint that the streey HM , 
gunge stu de of Ranigunge have ceased to be watered fm } 

] 


RSQ = © & ees = FS 


The hot season is approaching, and it is in that season that cholera breaks 
out within the town. It is not therefore advisable to stop watering th Mim; 
streets at this time. Only Rs. 500 have been allotted in the municipd 
budget for the watering of streets. Rupees 2,000 should be allotted for that 
purpose. Though the local school is in a flourishing condition, tne monthly 
grant for it has been increased by Rs. 5. This money could have been mor 


properly spent on other objects. For instance, two local gurus justly askei 
for an increase of the aid given to them, and the compounder of the local 
hospital asked for an increase of his pay by Rs. 2. These just demand 
could have been complied with. 
SaNJIVANT, 17. A correspondent of the Sanjivani, of the 16th March, says that the 
March 16th, 1889. Kumarkhali Municipality has not acted rightly 


Bathing ghAt at Kumarkhali. in appointing bathing ghats for men an 


women too close to each other and so near the burning-ground that the 
ashes, &c., are often found floating in the water at the ghats, and in allowing 
the bathing ghat for women to be used by prostitutes. The whole arrange 
ment is open to objection on moral and sanitary grounds. 
Sauvap Prasmaxan, 18, The Samvdd Prabhdkar, of the 18th March, says that, though t 
March 18th, 1889, last municipal election at Calcutta was tht 
— cahe,, last municipal election in first election that has been held under the ne" 

7 system of voting in person at the polling 
station, its result has been very satisfactory. It is gratifying to note ths 
many wealthy men and men of position went personally to the 
stations to give votes. 

Som PRaKash, 19. Avcorrespondent of the Som Prakdsh, of the 18th March, om 
esd ica i plains that the Santipore Municipality 
prompt notice of petty offences committed 
gy people, but has taken no notice of encroachment on public street’ 
y a doctor and a relative of Janaki Baboo of Ballavipara who are both 
influential men. 


NAVAVIBUARAR 20. The Navavibhdkar Sédhardni, of the 18th March, says that hor 


SADHARANI, 


March 18th, 1889. ys pag a sorely money is needed for the success of 34 
ops Self-Government will appear from an g 
tion of the ways and means of the Hooghly District Board. There are 


The Santipore Municipality. 
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; etalled and 42 miles of unmetalled road under the management of 
cog Board. But it has been able to allot only Rs, 24,688 for roads this 
ear, Considering that the construction of metalled roads with culverts costs 
he 5,000 per mile, and that the repair of such roads costs Rs. 1,500 per 
mile, the allotment made will appear to be tie merest trifle indeed. Roads 
sre necessary for the improvement and expansion of trade. There cannot be 
railways in all places. And unmetalled roads will no longer do, because 
cart traffic’ is increasing. Government must grant money tothe District 
Boards, either from een or from the Provincial fund, for the con- 
ion and repair of roads, 
wae The Samodd Prabhakar, * yy be March, does not ——. 
‘cipal election and the Why the shman newspaper is dissatisiie 
Biglshnan nom aDer with the reali of the recent municipal elec- 
tion in Calcutta. The number of wards was formerly 18 and is now 25, 
and the increase consists principally of tracts inhabited by native rate- 
payers. The number of native rate-payers is therefore far in excess of that 
of European rate-payers, but the number of Native Commissioners under the 
new election is not larger in the same proportion than the number of 
European Commissioners returned under the election. It is therefore the 
Natives and not the Europeans who have reason to be dissatisfied with the 
result of the last election. The Trades Association, the Chamber of Commerce, 
and the Port Commissioners will send 10 European Commissioners to the 
Municipal Board, making the number of returned European Commissioners 
18. And as Government will also appoint some European Commissioners, 
the Englishman has no reason to be sorry or sullen. 


(9)—Railways and communications including canals and irrigation. 


22. The Rungpore Dik Prakdsh, of the 7th March, thinks that the 
extension of railways in India has been 
attended with the following evils :— 


(1) The extension of railways has increased people’s expenditure. 
India is a poor country, and its people have not the means 
of indulging in the luxury of expensive railway journeys. 
Before the construction of railways in this country people 
used different conveyances according to their means. 
Some travelled on foot and some by boat or other convey- 
ances. But all classes of people now travel by rail. The 
extension of railways has created a taste for travelling, 
and many poor people have brought ruin upon themselves 
OY attempting to satisfy their desire for visiting remote 
places. 

(2) The money which was formerly spent in travelling by boat or 
other conveyances remained within the country, but the 
money which is spent in railway travelling goes to 
foreigners. : 

(3) The extension of railways has ruined the boat traffic and the 
land trade of the country. Many famous trade marts have 
lost their former splendour and prosperity. The mahajans 
cannot now make one-fourth of the profit which they for- 
merly made, and their condition is gradually pmaneseting 


The railway in India. 


(4) Railways have indirectly ruined many young middle class people 
morally and pecuniarily. For with railways working in all 
directions they find it easy to visit Calcutta, where they 
learn to live vicious and fashionable lives, and thus bring 
moral and pecuniary rvin upon themselves. 


RUNGPORE DIK 
PRAKASH, 


March 7th, 1889. 


Burpwaw SANJIVANI, 
March 1%th, 1889. 


BANGABASI, 
March 16th, 1889. 


Som PRaKaSH, 
March 18th, 1889. 


GaUHAR, 
March 20th, 1889. 


SAHACHAR, 
March 13th, 1889. 
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BY Railway travelling is attended with greater inconvenience 
() danas to life and property than other modes of travelling. 
and in India it subjects people to insults which they kney 
not of before. ie 
93, A correspondent of the Burdwan Sanjivant, of the 12th March 
___ has learnt that a station will be established », 
A station on the proposed Cutwa line, the village ‘Bandalsa on the proposed Cnty, 
line. But astation between Gomai and Ketugram will be better than, 
station at Bandalsa. Ketugram has a police-station, a sub-registry office, anj 
‘a post office, and Banwariabad, Rajdhani, and Kamyaban, situated near it, ar 
large seats of trade. j 
24. A correspondent of the Bangabddst, of the 16th March, says thy 
The Bengali clerks inthe Jamalpore 810C€ yg last one hundred Bengali 
Railway Office. clerks of the Jamalpore Railway Office have 
been dismissed on the plea of retrenchment of expenditure, but no Europea 
has been touched. It is reported that a monthly saving of 5 or 6 thousand 
rupees will be effected by turning out a number of clerks of the Audit Office, 
But instead of depriving such poor people of their bread, it would be well t 
amalgamate the Audit Office at Jamalpore with the Chief Auditor’s Office at 
Calcutta. 
25. The Som Prakash, of the 18th March, says that the passenger 
by the Eastern Bengal, Central Bengal and 
pane middle platform of the fealdah Southern Bengal Sections: of the Ben 
: State Railway, arriving at the Sealdah etation 
at 5-30 a.m., have to experience great difficulty in getting out of the station. 
Not a single light is placed on the stairs descending from the middle plat- 
form, and thus the passengers, still feeling sleepy, often stumble in going 
down the same. A passenger of the writer’s own acquaintance broke bis 
head recently in descending these stairs, and had to remain confined to bed 
for 4 or 5 months. Government should light these stairs. © 
26. The Gauhar, of the 20th March, says that most of the railway 
goods clerks are corrupt, and put to trouble, 
expense and inconvenience those who refus 
to give them bribes. The higher railway officers ought to look to the 
matter. 


Railway goods clerks. 


(h)— General. 


27. The Sahachar, of the 13th March, refers to the rumour that Lord 
nae Salisbury, Lord Cross and Lord Lansdowne, 
Reconstitution fof the Legislative have disapproved of Lord Dufferin’s proposl 


Councils on a representative basis. ho gran t the ri ght of interpellation and 8 


representative element in the Provincial Councils, and remarks that it 1s ¢aif 
to see why this proposal has been rejected. It is not in the nature of despot 
Governments to part with power except upon compulsion. So far a 
writer understands the matter, Lord Dufferin’s proposal has been rejé 
on the ground that there is no proper electorate in India, But are ther 
electors in any country before the bestowal of the right of election? Anda 
not proper men elected as Municipal Commissioners in India itself? . 
the country be divided into election circles, each comprising three 

let the municipalities within each circle elect some persons, and let 00? 
representative for each district be elected from among those elected by 
municipalities. Let a representative be also taken from every important to™ 
like Dacca and Chittagong, and let the European merchants and a 
and the political associations be required to choose representatives. val 
done, there will be no want of a proper electorate in the country- th 
Balisbury should not shrink from granting political rights to India 


a 
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‘ang are loyal now, and will always remain loyal, True statesmanship 
one in asta according to the people’s wishes. If the representative 
element is now introduced into the Legislative Councils of this country, the 
Indians will always remain grateful to the English. 

98, The same paper says that the system ae Magistrates to 
: remain on tour during 90 days in the year 
Magisterial tours. does no good and does much harm. Nothing 
; done during these tours, which cannot be done at head-quarters. Why 
then waste money on these tours? These tours occasion trou le, not only to 
the Magistrates themselves, but also to pleaders, mukhtears and suitors. 
Magistrates should visit the mofussil only when they think it absolutely 
necessary to do so. Bae 
99. The Surabhi o Patdkd, of the 14th March, says that in its 
7 letter No. 517, dated the 9th August 1888, 
— to the North-Western Provinces Government, 
the Government of India declared that Assistant Surgeons would be 
appointed to posts according to their qualifications. There are 52 zillabs 
and 22 cantonment medical stations in the North-Western Provinces, and 
many Civil Surgeons employed in those provinces and in Oudh will go on 
leave during the hot season, and the writer will anxiously wait to see whe- 
ther Government will make good its promise by temporarily promoting Assis- 
tant Surgeons to those vacancies. Apothecaries and Military Surgeons are 
generally appointed to officiate in those posts, but Assistant Surgeons ought 
to have preference over them in this respect. If Government really wishes 
to make good its promise of giving appointments to Assistant Surgeons 
according to their qualifications, it should appoint two Assistant Surgeons 
to officiate for each Civil Surgeon who takes leave during this hot season 
in case a Civil Surgeon cannot be found to officiate for him. The 
enior Man among these two Assistant Surgeons should have charge of the 
station and the jail, and the junior man should have charge of the Sudder 
dispensary. 
80. The Pratikdr, of the 15th March, refers to the expenditure of 
ia eects th ania ihe Rs. 80,000 recently sanctioned by Govern- 
ment for strengthening tbe Cantonment 
at Rawul Pindee, and remarks that a vast amount of money has already been 
expended for that purpose, and the fort, recently constructed there 
at considerable expense, and under the supervision of competent 
Engineers, has been condemned by the Commander-in-Chief as useless ! Never 
mind, that does not matter much: let Government build another fort at 
Rawul Pindee. | 

dl. The Sanjéavnt, of the 16th March, is sorry to learn that Govern- 
ment is going to curtail the allowances of 
aa the clerks who goto Simla. But it will be 
impossible to effect any material reduction of expenditure by cutting down 
the allowances of the clerks leaving untouched the big allowances of the 
big officials, And the principle involved in the measure is also far too 
unfair and unjust to be acceptable to God. 

32. The same paper has learnt, from an article written by Mr. Caine, 
“ae - unwholesome liquor to the that unwholesome liquor is allowed to be sold 

_— to the natives of Darjeeling at the shops 
established at that place, and that such liquor is not allowed to be sold to 
oritish soldiers lest their health should be injured by drinking the same. 
er partiality on the part of Government for its own soldiers is opposed 
bi dictates of both religion and morality; and conduct implying such 
ms cern for the welfare of its native subjects, and such solicitude for the 

are of its own countrymen, is a plain violation of the moral teaching of 


The Simla exodus. 


SaHACHAR, 
March 138th, 1889. 


SURABHI O PaTaka, 
March 14th, 1889. 


PRaATIKAR, 
March 15th, 1889. 


SANJIVANI. 
March 16th, 1889, 


SaNnJIVaNi, 


nst. The Secretary of State for India says that increase of revenue is not 


Dainix o SAMACHAR 
CHAFDRIKA, 


March 20th, 1889. 
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the sole object of the outstill system. But what does this Sale of bag 


liquor at Darjeeling mean ? 
~ s pcm to the action which has been taken by Sir Steuart Bayley 


The Khaira affair. o Samachar Chandrika, of the 20th March, 


says that it will not be satisfied if the matter ends only in the recovery of 


- their land by the zemindars in question. Government ought to enquire why 


GAUHAR, 
March 20th, 1889. 


Runopore DIK 
PRAKASH, 


March 7th, 1889. 


SuRABHI O PaTAKA, 
March 14th, 1889. 


SURABHI O PaTaKé4, 
March 14th, 1889. 


seek to poison Mr. Plowden? He knows that one Resident will * 


there has been oppression for so long a time, why the zemindars have go |p 
remained out of possession after the cuurts awarded them possession, why 
Mr. Poghe, Police Superintendent, has helped the planter, Mr. McGregor 
and so on. A careful enquiry into all these points, followed by a jug 
decision and the punishment of the guilty Police Superintendent, will along 
give full satisfaction to the writer. 
34. The Gauhar, of the 20th > a re a has done 
wrong in acknowledging Prince Jahan Kadir 
ee as the head of the family of the late ex-King 
of Oudh, and considers it a matter of regret that it does not prevent the 
Shabazadas of the Oudh family from making loans at high rates of interest, 
One way of preventing such loans will be for Government to punish all 
money-lenders who advance money at high rates of interest. 


I1].—LeraisLative. 


35. The Rungpore Dik Prakash, of the 7th March, does not think 
“ee that the Patwari Bill will prove beneficial to 
re the country. If the Bill is passed into lay, 
the good feeling which now exists between landlords and tenants will dis- 
appear, and law-suits and disturbances will increase. It is impolitic even to 
dream of measures which are calculated to disturb the peace of the country. 
It is hoped that Government will withdraw the Bill. 
36. The Surabhi o Patdakd, of ey 14th March, strongly protests 
- against the proposal to re-impose the patwar 
ona astvatuns cess. Government says that the abolition of 
the cess has not benefited the ryots, and has served only to fatten the bellies 
of the zemindars who are still recovering this cess from their ryots. And it 
is precisely on this ground that the writer bases his objection to the re- 
imposition of the cess. If the cess is re-imposed, will the zemindars ceas 
to take from their ryots what they are now taking? Certainly not. They 
will only give the screw another turn. 
The writer agrees with Mr. Steel in thinking that if fresh taxation 
necessary, the duty on piece-goods should be re-imposed. 


1V.—Native States, 


87. The Surabhi o Patékd, of the 14th March, says that it stated 


oP Cae long ago that the annexation of Cashmer 
was a part of the frontier policy of the Gor 

ernment, and that Cashmere would therefore be one day annexed. This n0¥ 
bids fair to prove a correct prophecy. The Englishman says that some 
treasonable letters have come into the hands of Colonel Nisbet revealing * 


plot on the part of the Maharajah of Cashmere to poison the late Resideah 


Mr. Plowden, and that the Maharajah has admitted his guilt and bimeelf 
proposed to abdicate his throne. It is hard to say whether this is true 
not. But it is the writer’s belief that there is really an intention af 
removiog the Maharajah, and the alleged plot for poisoning Mr. Plo 
and the alleged proposal of the Maharajah to abdicate his throne are méft 
pretexts for carrying that intention into effect. Why should the 


: 


succeeded by another. And supposing that he did form such a desigh 


in the case of the Khaira zemindars, the Daini, 


a a ee a a ee ee a ee ee, ee ee as ee ~~, >, a rs, 
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sould he have been 80 foolish as to have committed himself to writing on such a 
subject? ‘The so-called treasonable letters have been found in the possession 
of Luchman Dass. It is no wonder that Luchman Dass, who has been 
dismissed by the Maharajah, and who is the evil genius of Cashmere and the 
right hand man of the Resident, should be anxious to be avenged upon the 
Maharajah. It is no wonder too that the Resident should make use of him 
53 an instrument for fulfilling the wishes of Government in regard to 
Cashmere. The Maharajah has done well in proposing to abdicate his 
throne. There was in fact nothing that he could do under the citcum- 
stances. ‘The case of Mulhar Rao is still fresh in people’s minds. He 
must abdicate the throne no matter whether he would do so or not. Where 
is then the use of adding disgrace to loss of sovereignty? Let the 
Maharajah now retire to some forest and end his days there in religious 
contemplation. What the Government will say publicly is that it has no 
intention of annexing Cashmere, and that all that it wants is to put an end 
to the anarchy now reigning in that State. The Hnglshman says that 
Government will not annex Cashmere or depose the Maharajah, but only 
establish a Council of Regency, composed of the Maharajah’s brothers, a 
military officer and three Civilian assistants, which will exercise sovereign 
power, the Maharajah remaining a mere puppet. The Indian Mirror does 
not approve of such an arrangement. Indeed, no Indian can approve it. 
But the Mirror’s own proposal is an extremely foolish one. It says that the 
Maharajah should be publicly tried, and, if found guilty, should be deposed 
and his brother should be set up on the throne. In the first place the 
Maharajah is not a subject of the British Government, and cannot therefore 
be tried by it. In the second place, of what good willatrial be? Was 
not Mulhar Rao tried? Raising the Maharjah’s brother to the throne will 
ako do no good. For what the English Government wants is not a change of 
rulers but the annexation of the Cashmere State. | as 
88. The drydvarta, of.the 16th March, questions the genuineness 
SE OT x We notorious Cashmere letters. Juuchman 
asisa crea 
Plowden, and he wants to get himself gee ida z 
Maharajah. The Cashmere Residency is very mischievous, and di 
ment should carefully consider anything it says. | 
39. The Sanjivant, of the 16th March, says that the Anglo-Indians 
iis and Anglo-Indian press have been trying for 
pee! sf te Ostend Beak” Jat Soe ae a a has 
Nilamber Mukerji from that State, serious complications have actually ca 
there, Government has been advised to bring the troops of the Ca tee 
aber under its own control ; and considered in the light of she sends 
“ip of Russia towards India, the geographical situation of Cashmere 
een spoken of as investing the movements of the Maharajah with an 
eh : —., and Government has _been advised to reduce 
: ajah to the pusition ofa puppet. It is hoped, however, that 
ernment will publish the real facts connected with the charge now pendi 
_ the Maharajah. The writer fears that Cgsharere i fast drifting 
0 & Crisis, Which may cost its present soverign his throne, and the State 
ual independence. | 
e write 
ne of the Eaglishman newspaper's writing on this subject ie calculated 
W tine sine to erect sia 7 gel te ng ee. subject is calculated 
at these letters wa a inall "thé cuelos of leads tie te 
BDiewen, tad kate Og a y ‘ epamenes of Luchman Das, the 
be Me. fits tera nee ver with other papers to his Counsel, the 
, r. Spitta died before his client’s case came on, and 


‘Rahens 
Widow ‘Appears to have disposed of the letters to a native.” But as 


ARYAVARTA, 
March 16th, 1889 


SaNJIVANT, 
March 16th, 1889. 


( 248 ) 


Luchman Das wanted to employ those letters against the Maharajah, yi, 
did he not make them over to the Counsel whom he retained after the deat 
of Mr. Spitta? It may be also asked why Luchman Das did not take thos 
letters from Mrs, Spitta or her agents along with his other papers, Ty, 
manner in which these treasonable letters have come into the possession of 
the Resident is also shrouded in mystery. What certainty is there thy 
some enemy of the Maharajah has not done this with intent to ruin bin? 
If, however, the charges preferred against the Maharajah be true, no good 
will be derived from Sivesting him of all his administrative powers. If th 
Maharajah be really an incompetent ruler, and if the charges against hin 
prove true, he should be deposed, and his brother Amar Singh, the presen: 
Dewan, should be elevated to the throne. But the tone of the Luglishnas 
newspaper's writings on this subject issuch as to make it clear that he j 
anxious that Cashmere should be brought under British control without any 
enquiry being made into the alleged charges against the Maharajah. 
San SsDBANIDET, 40. The Sar vameeaa z the ot March, thinks that the notorious 
March 18th, 1889. _ Cashmere letters are not genuine. Some Anglo. 
riathecs sac caaat Indians are trying to ruin the State by On 
culating false rumours regarding it. Government is requested not to take 
any action in the matter at the instigation of a few wicked men. 


Som PRakasH, 41. The Som Prakash, of the 18th March, says that Government ha 
a been anxious for some time past to annex 
Cashmere from a fear that the Maharajah may 
enter into intrigues with Russia. The writer does not believe the so-called 
treasonable letters which have come into the hands of Colonel Nisbet to be 
genuine. If those letters are genuine, and if Luchman Das is really a well- 
wisher of the English Government, how does it happen that he remained 
silent so long, and is bringing charges against the Maharajah now that he 
has been dismissed from the service of the Cashmere State ? Government 
should carefully investigate the charges brought against the Maharajah, and 
should adopt proper measures if they are found to be true. -Andif the 
charges are found to be false, the accusers of the Maharajah should & 
severely dealt with. Government should not assume at the outset that the 
Maharajah is unfit to govern his State, and should not on that supposition 
appoint a Council of Regency at once. 


Som PRAKASH. 42. The same paper, referring to the arrangements my by the 
: ; management of the Mayurbhunj State, 
oe ey See that it is very unjust that the higher authonte 
should not interfere with the acts of the subordinate officers, even whe 
those acts have the effect of lowering the position of, and causing pecunla 
loss to, a Raj family. The minor Maharajah is obliged to live in the ss 
house with a mlechha officer, and the family god is also kept in the sal 
house. The Maharajah’s uncles have told the writer that it ' 
necessary for him to perform penances. The management of the Btate 00 
being in the hands of the Maharajah’s uncles, it has become extremel difical 
to find suitable matches for the Mabarajah’s sisters. For no Rajah 
negotiate with the Maharajah’s uncles, who have no power in che Bis 
Government should not subject a Raj family to such treatment. _ At 
in Mayurthunj, including the present manager, once bowed to the Mahara a 
uncle Brindaban Chandra Bhanja. But, alas! the manager 18 n0W 
all, There is nothing which the English Government cannot do. 


NaVAVIBHAKaR 


‘stoma 43. The Navavibhdkar Sédhérant, of the 18th March, says thst 
The Pioneer and Cashmere. Pioneer's etory regar ding the M aharojat 

Cashmere has been declared by ine 

‘Parle A 


Cashmere. 
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Das himself to be false, and that Sir John Gorst h i 
; as also declared 10 
meat that Government attaches no importance to the Cashmere / 


LR EOS ABMS SLAP IE NE APLORLAD BLES aa 
bi. ios cantata atlins 2 Algae a tee haggle 
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+, strange, therefore, that such false charges are published in the Psoneer, the 


G ent officials. ; 
organ of "tediike -be the alleged treasonable letters which have fallen 


. into the hands of Colonel Nisbet, the Samvdd 
seams SIE Prabhdkar, of the 19th March, requests Lord 
Lansdowne personally to examine the whole matter before doing a 
nthe case. If the letters are found to be forgeries, and if the Maharaja 
‘s not found guilty of the serious charge which bas been brought against him, 
+ will be in the highest degree improper to any insulting treatment what- 
ever. But if Lord Lansdowne receives clear proof of the Maharajah’s guilt 
and takes such action accordingly as seems to him just and proper, the public 
gill have nothing to say in the matter. . 

45. The Sdnti, of the 20th March, says that if the statements made 
in the Pioneer newspaper against the Maha- 
rajah of Cashmere be true, he should, without 
doubt, vacate his throne. And no Indian will feel the smallest sympathy 
with him if he is proved to have intrigued against the British Government. 
But it should be observed in this connection that the Anglo-Indian news- 
papers are interested in circulating false rumours of this kind, and the 
greatest caution is necessary in accepting as true the story which the 
Pioneer has told regarding Cashmere. i a 

It is hoped that Lord Lansdowne will appoint a public commission to 
inquire into these serious charges, consisting of three native chiefs and three 
high English officials noted for ability and impartiality. If the commission 
finds the Maharajah guilty, he should be at once deposed, and if he is acquit- 
ted, bis calumniators should be severely punished. 


V.—PROsPECTS OF THE Crops AND CONDITION OF THE PEOPLE. 


46. The Bangabds?, of the 16th March, says that, after his visit to 
Orissa, Sir Steuart Bayley published a resolu- 
tion to the effect that all apprehension of 
famine in that province had disappeared, and this view was echoed in the 
Anglo-Indian Press. But the Orissa correspondent of this paper, who is 
himself an Uriya, questioned the soundness of this view, making use of 
facts and figures in support of his contention, but to no purpose. But what 
do the following reports now received mean? Driven by hunger, the people 
of Balasore have taken to looting, and one man has already -been killed. 
The distressed people threaten to Joot the town of Balasore. These men 
do not want money; they only want food-grains ; and they have no objection 
0 go to jail, because they will get food there to eat. They only molest such 
people as have stores of grain in their houses. The matter is a very 
strious one, and should not be trifled with, | 

47. A correspondent of the same paper says that the condition of the 
ite condition of the people of people of Dumka in the Santak Pergunnahs 

in the Santal Pergannahs. is Very miserable. There is scarcity of food 
among them, and Government should soon open relief works for them. 


Vi.— MuiscELLANEOUS. 


The Cashmere letters. 


The Orissa famine. 


SaMVAD PRABHAKAR, 
March 19th, 1889. 


BANGABASI, 
March 16th, 1889. 


48. The Samudd Prabhakdr, of the 21st March, is very sorry for Suva Paanmaxs, 


Mr. Spencer's balloon ascent, --—»s we. desperate manner in which Mr. Spencer 


“a made his balloon ascent, and fervently prays 
or his safe descent 


Urntrya Papers. 


49. The Utkal Dimkd, of the 2nd March, is glad to learn that the 

The Income-tax in Angul, income-tax has been abolished in the Angul and 

a. Khond Mehals, the two Tributary States in 

’ “pe that belong to Government. The tax was oppressive in its nature and 
Produced a great deal of discontent among the subjects of those States. 


March 21st, 1°89. 


UrTgat Dirixa, 


Urnat Dirika. 
March 2nd, 1889. 


UrxaL DIPIKA. 


SamvaD BaBlKa, 
March 7th, 1889. 


SaM VaD BaHbika. 


UtKaL Dirika, 
March 9th, 1889. 
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50. Learning thet the Bombay Government has introduced a Bij) ;, 

the Local Legislative Council with the object 
of introducing sanitary reforms into th. 
villages of that Presidency by the formation of Village Committees ang 
Sanitation Boards, the same paper suggests that a Bill on similar lines ouoh, 
to be introduced into the Legislative Council of Bengal. Sanitation ;, 
nowhere so much needed as in Bengal. 

51. Referring to the contemplated changes in connection with th 
working of the value-payable parcel system j, 
| Indian Post Offices that are to take effect op 
Ist April next, the same paper points out that the proposed reforms ought 
to be considerably modified, as the system of receiving money-order {e 
in advance and of not returning it in the event of the despatched 
article being sent back to the sender is calculated to produce public ingop. 
venience, and to detract from the merits of the value-payable parcel system, 
a system which is so highly prized by the public. 

52. Referring to the Crawford Commission, the same paper observes 

that the Bombay Government has been placed 

othe, Bombay Government and the jin a strange predicament, not knowing how 

to please: the virulent Anglo-Indian paper 

on the one hand, and the general public on the other. Whether 

Mr. Crawford be convicted of bribery or not, the native officials, who have 

exposed his corrupt practices on the strength of the promise of pardon, given 
to them by Government, ought to be left untouched. 

538, The Samvdd Bahikd, of the 7th March, and a correspondent of the 
Uriya and Navasamvdd, of the 6th March, say 
that there is great distress in the Baliapal 
thana of the Balasore district, consequent on the recent failure of crops 
in that part of the district. Distress has led in some instances to the per 
petration of crime, an important case of which is now engaging the 
attention of the authorities. Relief works should be opened in that part of 
the district to provide work for those that need it most. | 

564. The same paper, of the 7th March, draws the attention of the 

authorities to the daring crimes committed in 

pecehwaris and  Cabulis in the the interior of the Balasore district by Peshe 

: waris and Cabulis who move about with su 

picious objects in view. Being a roving and turbulent people, their move- 
ments ought to be closely watched by the police. 

55. A correspondent of the U¢hal Diptkd, of the 9th March, says thst 
| post-cards being extensively used in the 
country, the postal direction.—‘ The addres 
only to be written on this side "—printed on the top of each post-card should 
be given in vernacular, because a large number of people in this county 
do not know English, and therefore write on the orohibited side, thus 1ncul 
ring fines which are vexatious in the extreme. 


CHUNDER NATH BOSE, 
Bengali Transletor 


Sanitary legislation. 


The value-payable system. 


Distress in the Balasore district. 


wasters: 


~ Post-cards. 


BENGALI TRANSLATOR’s OFFICE, 
The 23rd March 1889. 


C. E.G. & others—Pengal Sect. Press.—Reg, Nos 35490— 68—26-8 89. 


